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Sist. Did he not ? 'tis true he did not, when they were little; but has he not by example and want of restraint encouraged all manner of levity, vanity, folly, nay, and even vice itself in them ? Do you think children, thus let loose to humour their young inclinations, and to the full swing of their pleasures, would not soon snatch themselves out of the arms of their mother, and deliver themselves from the importunities of one that had no other authority with them than that of affection ?
Bro. Why, truly, there is something in that; but I do not see that your children are much the worse ; there's your eldest son, sir James that is now ; he is a pretty young gentleman; I hear a very good character of him.
Sist. Why, truly, brother, as times go now with gentlemen, we may be thankful neither he nor his brother are debauched or vicious ; and I am thankful for it; they have good characters for modest pretty gentlemen, as you say: but still, brother, the main thing is wanting; I cannot be partial to them, though they are my own; there is not the least sense or notion of religion in them ; they cannot say they have no knowledge of it; I took care to deprive them of that excuse, as early as they knew anything: but it goes no further ; my eldest son will tell me sometimes, he has as much religion as a gentleman of a thousand a year should have; and his brother tells me, if I would have had him have any religion, I should have kept our parish living for him, and bred him a parson.
Bro. They are very merry with you then, I find, upon that subject.
Sist. It is a dreadful jest to me, brother; I am far from taking it merrily ; you know, I was otherwise brought up; our father and mother were another sort of people, they united their very souls in